VIII
THE DESCENDANTS OF THE MAYAS
AT THE time of the Spanish conquest, the Mayas,
as I have described in the preceding chapter, had re-
verted to their original status of independent tribes.
All spoke dialects of the Maya-Kiche tongue; but
they differed materially in customs, habits and dress.
Some still retained much of their ancestors3 culture
and some of their civilization, and the Mayan religion
was almost universal, although often in garbled and
perverted forms. The great cities of the Mayan Em-
pire were deserted, many were completely lost and
hidden in the rank jungle and forest growths of the
tropics, and the existing Indians had little more than
vague traditions and legends regarding their origin
and their past. Yet they worshiped their old gods*
using the ancient temples for their ceremonials
wherein the chttdms or priests performed the rites*
They had not forgotten the ancient prophecy that
at the end of the thirteenth age white men would ar-
rive from over the sea and would subjugate the race,
and they were no more surprised at the advent of the
Spaniards than were the Aztecs or the Incas. In
fact, they had been expecting them daily for years,
and regarded them in the light of foreordained and
semidivine visitors. They looked upon the Span-
iards' horses as supernatural godlike creatures, and
believed that the Dons controlled thunder and light-
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